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of their administration took some years of patient and unwearying labour; but when this work had been accomplished it was found possible to leave the charge of them to the Indian officers who had assisted in that work, and nothing more was required from Mr. Berry but careful supervision and somewhat frequent visits to the States- Details were left entirely to the Indian officers; and the administration was carried on in such a manner and with such expenditure as might reasonably be maintained by the Rajahs when they received charge of their States. Efforts were meanwhile made to train the Rajahs for the responsible position which they were to be called upon to fill
Mr. Berry's services being thus available, it was determined by the Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces, with the sanction of the Government of India, to appoint him Political Agent for the Chhattisgarh Feudatory States. He was to have his head-quarters at Raipur, the head-quarters of the Division,, and he was to exercise on behalf of Government the supervision which it was entitled to exercise over the Feudatory States of the whole Division. He was to spend all the open season in touring among the States, and so becoming acquainted with the Chiefs themselves, with the character of their administration, and with the condition of the people resident in the States. His instructions were not to interfere unduly and unnecessarily with the power and authority of the Rajahs, and not to encourage the people to disregard that power and authority. He was instructed to be a friend and adviser to the Chiefs, to invite them to meet him at his head-quarters, to visit their head-quarters, and to take them with him sometimes on tour, so that he might become intimate with them, discuss with them freely and fully the principles of administration, and advise them in regard to any measures which they were carrying out in their States.
Going about freely among the people, he could ascertain whether there was any feeling oHMscontent, or whether there was practical injustice being done* He was not to encourage